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4:17 p. m

MR, KUCHARSKI : (Ckay, good afternoon
everyone. Today is the 9th of Cctober. And we're
still onboard the El Yunque. And this is part of the
i nvestigation of the El Faro |oss, or accident, or
i nci dent.

My nane is Mke Kucharski. I'mwth the
NTSB. The NTSB essentially is tasked by Congress to
det erm ne probabl e cause in transportation accidents.

We have no enforcenment powers. W try to
determ ne the best that we can the probable cause in
hopes that there will be recommendati ons or | essons
| earned so this tragic accident is not repeated.

W're here in the Captain's office on the E
Yunque in Jacksonville. And the El Yunque we
understand is a sister vessel of the El Faro. And we'd
like to ask the Captain sonme questions.

Again, ny nane is Mke Kucharski. 1|'mthe
G oup Chairman of Operations, which includes stability,
cargo operations and other nautical operations
essential ly.

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: And have you sail ed as
Captain on this class of vessel ?

MR, KUCHARSKI: Yes. Wuld you identify --
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before we actually get into --

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: Ckay. This is Captain
Loftfield. |[|'m asking Captain Kucharski --

MR. KUCHARSKI : Ckay.

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: To confirmthat he has
sailed as Captain on this class of vessel.

MR, KUCHARSKI: | have, yes.

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD:  And that's working for
this conmpany? TOTE Maritine?

MR KUCHARSKI: | worked out of Modtion
Trail er Express.

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: Onh, Mdtion Trailer
Express.

MR. KUCHARSKI: Right.

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: Running to the Qulf,
t hrough the Gulf of Al aska?

MR, KUCHARSKI: Correct.

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD:  Thank you.

MR, KUCHARSKI: Sure. And now we can go

around the room and identify ourselves.

LCDR_ Li eut enant Conmmander -
B romthe U S Coast Guard.

MR M LLAR M ke MIlar, Anerican Bureau of
Shi ppi ng.
MR STITH Kevin Stith with TOTE Servi ces.
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Guar d.

MR. FELTEL: G lbert Feltel with Tanner
Bishop law firm |'mhere as the Captain's personal
representative.

MR. KUCHARSKI : Personal representative,
great. And Captain, would you state your nane for the
record and then spell it for us?

CAPTAI N LOFTFIELD: M nane is Earl
Loftfield, Echo-Al pha-Roneo-Lim, Linma-0scar-Foxtrot-
Tango- Foxtrot - | ndi a- Echo- Li ma- Del t a.

MR, KUCHARSKI: Great. And Captain, would
you tell us your basic maritinme experience and
schooling? |If you went to a maritine school? And
t hrough the present. Just give us a brief overview of
t hat .

CAPTAI N LOFTFIELD: | started through the
Seafarers International Union Harry Lundeberg School of
Seamanship in the class of 219 in 1976/1977. 1t was a
three-nonth class. Sailed on the Chio and M ssissipp
Rivers for a short tine.

When | chose to continue ny education, |
chose to go to Massachusetts Maritine Acadeny. | have
two brothers that are both in maritine.

My ol dest brother, Eric Loftfield is ten
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years older then | am He went through Kings Point.
And presently works as a Pilot for TOTEM Motion Trailer
Express running up to Al aska.

My other brother, Curtis, was Chief Engineer
onboard the ocean ships Paul Buck for the entire life
of the vessel, some 25 years.

| went back to school, Mass Maritine, and
graduated in the class of '86. And | have 29 years of
sailing tinme. Twenty-nine years in the industry.
That's approximately six nonths sailing each year.

MR, KUCHARSKI: Captain, have you sailed on
ot her RoRo vessel s besides this vessel?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: |'ve sailed on the E
Yunque, the Northern Lights, the Westward Venture, the
Great Land, and then on the Northern Lights
rechristened as the El Faro. And then canme back to the
El Yunque.

| have about 15 or 16 years of sailing tine
as Captain on those vessels.

MR. KUCHARSKI: Geat. GCkay. So, you --
suffice it to say you know the vessels fairly well.

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD:  Yes, | do.

MR, KUCHARSKI: And how | ong have you been
Master on this particular one? Wether this vessel,

then any of the others?
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run in 1999 and 2000 as Second Mate. And cane back to
this run to the SeaStar run initially when they were
doi ng service to Philadel phia. And | believe that was
in 2010.

| can check the payroll records if you'd
like a nore accurate tinme of stating that.

MR. KUCHARSKI: Okay. So when the -- you
said you had spent 15 years as Master of the vessel,
was any of that 15 years as Second Mate al so? O was

t hat --

sail as Master on these vessels. But |'ve al so sail ed

on several nyriad homed MSC chartered vessels or just

activations, no notice activations and mai nt enance
activations.

So those vessels would i nclude Cape Fear,
Cape Mohican, | did extensive work on the training ship
for the -- for Mass Maritinme. It was | believe first

the Vel ma Lykes then the Cape Bon, then the Enterprise,
then the Ted Kennedy.

Took it through a good portion of its yard
peri ods at Bender Shipyard. | also did a four-nonth
trip on the Flickertail State going over to South Korea

in 2001.
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MR, KUCHARSKI: Ckay. Back to ny original
guestion, were any of the -- besides these vessels,
were any of those RoRo vessel s?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: No, those were not.

MR, KUCHARSKI: Ckay. So your RoRo
experience is on this class of vessel?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: As Capt ai n.

MR. KUCHARSKI: As Captain?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: Yes. | have sone RoRo
experience as a Third Mate as wel|.

MR, KUCHARSKI: Ckay. Thank you. So the E
Faro, how much -- did you ever spend any tine on that
vessel ?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: Yes. That's what |
sai d.

MR. KUCHARSKI: Ckay. As Second Mate was
t hat ?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD:  No.

MR, KUCHARSKI: Ckay. The actual tinme on
the El Faro?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD:  Wien it was the Northern
Lights, there was a trip in 2003. And then it was
about 2010 that the G eat Land |laid up.

And they needed to have a relief Captain in

lay up in Baltinore for the EIl Faro. And | spent about
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five nonths on it in lay up there. Then delivered it
t o Phil adel phi a.

At whi ch point another Captain cane on for a
ten-week rotation. And | went back and relieved him
and did another ten-week rotation.

So that woul d have been about May that it
started. And ny second rotation started sonewhere --
|"d have to pull out the dates, but.

MR, KUCHARSKI: Was that at sea?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD:  Yes.

MR, KUCHARSKI: It was. So, you had the |ay
up tinme as Captain in 2010. And then you had at sea
time on her as Northern Lights?

CAPTAIN LOFTFIELD: It was the EIl Faro at
that time. It was rechristened the El Faro sonewhere
around 2006 or 2007 | believe.

MR. KUCHARSKI: So a nunber of nonths on
there as Master --

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD:  Yes.

MR. KUCHARSKI :  Under way.

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: Both Northern Lights and
El Faro.

MR, KUCHARSKI: The handling of the vessel
itself, did you notice anything in the way she handl ed?

Was it nore tender after they put the container
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arrangenent onboard?

Was it -- howdid it react in a seanay? D d
you have it in any substantial seas, say anything over
20 foot?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: It was nuch stiffer
after the container conversation had taken pl aced.
They put permanent ballast in double bottons. It nade
for aless -- a shorter rolling period, quartering on
snap rolls.

The same is true of this vessel now. | --
as Second Mate, | was on this ship with Hurricane
Floyd. So | did see sonme higher waves. And in a |ight
condition, it's incredibly sharp snap rolls.

In our present |oaded conditions when we're
| oaded nearly down to our marks, when we're sailing
wth a full boat, it is tender. But it is within the
Coast Guard and the ABS approved stability books.

There's -- and you got to trust sonebody.

MR, KUCHARSKI: So the -- typically on the
sout hbound run from Jacksonville down to San Juan it
woul d be fairly close to your marks?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: For the last two years,
yes.

MR. KUCHARSKI: And why do you differentiate

for the |ast two years?
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up the cargo

i f you want

nean then that

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD:  The Hori zon Lines
termnated its service conpletely last year. And in
the year prior to that, they were having machi nery
casualties with their ships that reduced their cargo
carriage capacity.

And the SeaStar was picking
carri age.

MR. KUCHARSKI: And when you say they're
tender, it's --

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD:  You sai d tender.

MR, KUCHARSKI : Ckay.

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: What do you nean by
t ender ?

MR, KUCHARSKI :  Yes.

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: What do you nean by
t ender ?

MR, KUCHARSKI : Explain when you say there's
| ess margin, okay? O you're close to your marks.
think you said. W can always play it back
to.

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: The marks are --

MR. KUCHARSKI: What do you
no shipis --

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: The marks are
established by the Cassification Society. It was
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originally developed -- they're called Plinsoll marks,
and it's for insurance purposes to nake it so that the
vessel is worthy of insuring instead of overloadi ng and
si nki ng.

And this is -- runs back several hundreds of
years. So, the marks are the draft nmarks that are on
the vessel forward, aft and mi dships. And we are not
permtted to subnerge those nmarks and sail to sea at
that tinme.

So, close to the marks is close to the safe
working limts that have been established by
Classification Society and regul atory agenci es.

MR, KUCHARSKI: Ckay. So, let nme -- you
were saying that the ships were stiff when they were in
a lighter condition.

CAPTAI N LOFTFIELD: It has a shorter rol
period. The physics of aroll periodis that a
pendulumwi || go back and forth at about the sane rate.
That's why a clock is reliable, based on a pendul um

And so the -- when you shorten that, when
the roll period is not as great or as long in tine, but
is still subjected to the forces that make it run the
entire distance, it neans that you get to the end and
have to turn around and cone back that nuch faster.

That's what is referred to as a stiff ship

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com




o o~ W DN P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

MR, KUCHARSKI: Ckay. And when the ship
| eaves close to her marks, how woul d you describe the
notion then?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: The rolling peri od,
total nunber of second is longer. |It's nore seconds.

So it takes longer to get fromone side to the other.

And that being the case, there is a nuch
| ower incidence of putting stress on the |ashes and on

the crew.

in Hurricane Floyd. How close were you to the center
of the hurricane? And were you at -- | assunme you were
at sea at the tine?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD:  Hurri cane Fl oyd
approached Puerto Rico just as we were departing. W
made an assessnent of -- or the Captain at the tine
made an assessnent to route south and west of the
Bahamas t hrough a channel known as O d Bahama Channel

The Hurricane on its approach had been
nmovi ng back and forth. And that was seen -- in an
unpredi ctable manner. And that was seen as the
desirable direction to go.

Hurri cane Fl oyd essentially arrived at
Jacksonville at the sane tine that we were scheduled to

arrive. So, we let it come in first.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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W were comng up fromd d Bahama Channel
whi ch cones up all the way al ong the south coast of
Florida. Wth Hurricane Fl oyd being here, the waves
and swells were going straight down the straits of
Florida from Jacksonville south towards M am.

And we were facing probably about 35 to 40
foot seas at the tine. W were not able to head
straight into them because of the notion of the vessel
with that nuch pitching.

And so we were taking themon the quarter
And essentially diagonally back and forth. They're
tacki ng back and forth across the swells.

MR, KUCHARSKI: So how cl ose woul d you
actually say you were to the center of the hurricane?

The cl osest point?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD:  Several hundred m | es.

MR, KUCHARSKI: And your position at that
time when you were on the vessel ?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: | was Second Mate.

MR. KUCHARSKI: | see. Follow on questions
here?

LCORIEEEEE Ycs. Lieutenant Conmander
B romthe Coast Guard. Just with regard to
the 35 to 40 foot seas on the quarter that you

ment i oned.
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CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: That's actually on the
bow. If | said quarter -- we were hitting them at
about 45 degrees off the bow. Technically on the
quarter is 45 degrees off the stern.

LCOR I Thank you. And when you
were taking those 35 to 40 foot seas, what kind of
wat er were you seeing on the second deck? And did you
have any down fl oodi ng through any pl ace?

CAPTAI N LOFTFIELD: W were in a very
controlled environnment. The swells were |arge and
com ng strai ght down southward. But we did not have a
| ot of wind inpact.

So, ny recollection is that we were not
seei ng w ndswept foam com ng off of the waves, which is
i ndicative of a Beaufort Scale six or greater. That
the wind was relatively calm not calm but, you know,

20 knots or so.

And | was -- as Second Mate, | was not
concerned with going and meki ng an inspection of the
cargo. | do not have any awareness of whether water
was getting in onto second deck through the side ports.

LCOR I Thank you.

MR MLLAR Mke MIlar, ABS. Gven the
heavy sea state that you experienced, was this on the

El Faro that you were serving as Second Mate at the
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time?
CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: It was on the El Yunque.
MR MLLAR On the El Yunque. And was the
propeller comng out of the water? Did it change the
behavi or that -- were they so rough that the propeller
was comi ng out of the water?
CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: | don't have a
recol l ection of that.
MR MLLAR Ckay. And | assune you were
st andi ng wat ches as Second Mate during that tine. And
CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD:  Yes, | was.
MR- MLLAR And this went on for about one
day? Two days?
CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD:  About one day.
MR. MLLAR Did you experience any al arns?
CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD:  No.
MR. MLLAR And did you -- were there any
al arns reported by engineering while you were on watch?
CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD:  No.
MR. STITH Kevin Stith, TOTE Services. |If
you can recall when you were experiencing those
conditions on the El Yunque, were there any issues with
any of the lashing gear? O cargo shifting?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD:  Negati ve.
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MR. STITH  Thank you.

M B ' don't have any questions
about that.

MR. KUCHARSKI: Back to these vessels,
either the EIl Faro or El Yunque, what would you say the
maxi mum beam wi nd you' ve been in?

CAPTAIN LOFTFIELD: On the El Faro or El
Yunque | woul d say maybe 45 knots. There's not a
single incident that really stands out though.

MR. KUCHARSKI: Sane basic contai ner
configuration as we are seeing now with deck | oad?

CAPTAIN LOFTFIELD: No. As | stated
earlier, the total deck load and total |oad has
increased in the past tw years to maxi mum desi gn
capacity.

MR. KUCHARSKI: | know you stated that,
then tell nme what that neans in containers, okay? On
t he actual main deck. Does that nean it's higher now
then it was back then?

CAPTAIN LOFTFIELD: It's common to have
everythi ng doubl e stacked on containers. And there are
sonme triple stackings in full | oads.

That's all very much determ ned by stack
wei ght. And the deck | oad requirements or all owances.

MR, KUCHARSKI: Okay. |Irrespective of

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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wei ght, how about the heights? Has that changed any?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: No. Not really. The --
it's always been -- the limts have always been the
deck weights. So, with full containers, which is what
we're always going south with, there's no sense in
t aki ng enpty containers down there, the height is
fairly well restricted to two or three high because of
t he deck | oad consi derations.

MR, KUCHARSKI: Ckay, now when | | ook back
aft today, | see themsix high. |Is that sonething
different that we're tal king about now when we talk
about the main deck?

CAPTAIN LOFTFI ELD: | would have to take a
| ook at that. They were stacked high this norning.

Those were enpties that had not been stripped off yet.

But | have not seen six high | oaded
containers on the ship ever.

MR. KUCHARSKI: Ckay. So sout hbound, fore
and aft, everything on the main deck is three or bel ow?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD:  Soneti nes four.

MR, KUCHARSKI: And when you were in the 45
knot beam w nd, what kind of a list did you experience?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: No appreci abl e sense of
nore then a two or three degree wi nd-induced list. So

in other words, if it was rolling ten degrees, it would
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go 13 degrees to one side and seven degrees to the
ot her.

"Il point out that having worked on car
carriers, that with car carriers, any wind change w ||
i nduce a two or three degree list. And it's a rather
constant thing at the end of each watch to adjust the
bal | ast to keep the ship upright.

This ship -- ny experience with this class
of vessel is that it is far nore stable then that.

Mich | ess wind area, nmuch |less sail area as we say.

MR. KUCHARSKI: So the sail area as you say,
we' re tal king about the containers and the side of the
shi p?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: That's what sail area
woul d be.

MR. KUCHARSKI: And your experience is that
there's a lot less |ist caused by the sail area and the
wind hitting on that bean?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: That's correct.

LCOR I L cutenant Commander
B romthe Coast Guard. Sir, | just wanted to
ask you if you've ever seen a difference between your
cargo max calculated drafts and the drafts that you're
actually seeing on the vessel? And if so, what |evel

of di screpancy would you see?
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CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: Every tinme we take
departure, we have the cargo max information printed
up. And every single tine we go ahead and wite the
actual drafts on there.

We track that very closely. It is generally
a slight difference in trimby nmaybe a total of four
i nches. And maybe a di screpancy of two inches on total
emer si on.

Cenerally the cargo max will say that it
t hi nks we're deeper in the water then we actually
observe by readi ng the marks.

LCOR I Thank you.

MR. KUCHARSKI: This is M ke Kucharski .
Just to be clear on that, you said that the cargo nax
is show ng you deeper in the water then you actually
are?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: That's correct. By
about two inches.

MR. STITH Kevin Stith from TOTE Servi ces.
In you experiences on the El Yunque and the El Faro,
have you ever seen or had issues with standi ng water on
the second deck? O taking seas on the second deck?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: Have | seen water on the
second deck, or standing water?

MR, STI TH: Have - -
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CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: It doesn't stand.

MR. STITH  Have you had -- exactly. Have
you had issues with that?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: No. Any water that
cones on is self bailing.

MR STITH Okay. So the water drains --

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: It drains, self
dr ai ni ng.

MR STITH Drain sufficiently. And just
for the record, howis it drained?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: There's side port
openings that are at deck level. There is also
scuppers. Do | need to define scuppers for this group?

MR. KUCHARSKI: | don't think so.

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD:  Thank you.

MR. STITH Do you ever renenber taking any
seas other then spray or rainwater on the second deck?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: What we woul d call green

wat er ?

MR STITH  Yes.

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: | have seen evi dence of
green water on the second deck. | have not been down

there on the second deck |ooking at it when it takes
pl ace.

| have wal ked around on the second deck and
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have waves splash on ne. It's a sonewhat periodic
thing and it's -- but, so | have seen water on the
second deck.

And | have seen itens that were on the
second deck, primarily the extension cords for reefers
i ndicate that they have been noved fromside to side
with the flow of water.

MR STITH Ckay. |In regards to maneuvering
in heavy seas, let's say greater then 20 feet, have you
ever tried to nmake an appreci abl e course change? Say
anywhere from45 to 90 degrees?

And if you have, how is the ship respondi ng?
Is it listing to one side? O rolled excessively?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: | have altered course to
change the angle at which the ship is neeting the seas.
And it is effective.

MR STITH  Ckay. Thank you.

MR. KUCHARSKI: Shift gears a little bit to
weat her, weather routing, weather information. |Is
there a conpany process to di scuss whether to | eave
port or not if there's weather outside? |Is there a
conpany, a safety managenent systenf? Any Kkind of
directives on that?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: There is no process by

which the Captain is required to consult w th anybody
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in the conpany for perm ssion to | eave port.

MR. KUCHARSKI: |s there any discussion that
you have had since you' ve been out here on this
particular run with anyone in the office about whether
goi ng out side, concerns about it, possibly changing
route?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: W sonetinmes carry cargo
that is weather sensitive. And when we are, we wll be
consul ted about the weather to see if it is suitable
for that cargo.

MR. KUCHARSKI: So, the weather discussions
have centered around the cargo. How about the ship
itself and the route of the ship?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: Actually none of this
cl ass of vessel has extensive service in the Gulf of
Alaska. And it is the responsibility of the person on
scene to nmake decisions that are appropriate for the
wel fare of the vessel

So, there is not a forumin which someone
ashore presunmes that their authority is going to nmake
better decisions then the vessel's Captain. Does that
answer your question?

MR, KUCHARSKI: Not quite. 1'Ill continue.
Does -- is there any of the voyages that you' ve made on

here where you've actually tal ked to soneone shore-side
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to explain a route you were going to take or
possi bilities headi ng sout hbound?

O did ever cone across that you were not
going to sail because of the weather?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD:  When a hurricane
approaches a port, by order of the Captain of the Port
of the Coast Guard, vessels are to get out of the port.
So the concept of being told not to sail out of the
port is a dead | ead.

W may be told to nove to safety. \Wen
Hurricane Katrina was comng -- not Katrina, Rta, |
was in Beaunont. And | was ordered out of the port by
MSC even though | hadn't refueled and I didn't have any
cargo onboard.

And the Martin Luther King Bridge is very
low. W barely got under the bridge with the BHF radio
antennas dragging across it. And we got out of port.

So the notion of being told not to | eave
port is an inflammatory statenent or lead that | think
t hat you, Captain Kucharski, should be enbarrassed

about .

the Port order to go ahead and not |eave port in this
port? Do you knowthat? O to Captain of the Port

order to leave port? You know, if a hurricane

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MR. KUCHARSKI: Ckay. Is there a Captain of
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appr oaches?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: There are hurricane
contingencies. The Captain of the Port will have his
hurri cane contingencies. And we take the
recommendations. They are the orders of the Captain of
the Port.

And for the specifics of that, I would
encourage you to ask the Captain of the Port.

MR. KUCHARSKI: So you're not aware of --
the short answer is you' re not aware of any?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: Wl l, there was not an
order of the Captain of the Port to get out of port on
the sailing tine of the EI Faro. Is that --

MR. KUCHARSKI: Ckay.

CAPTAIN LOFTFIELD: Hit it okay?

MR. KUCHARSKI :  Yes.

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD:  No. That hurricane
wasn't approachi ng Jacksonville.

MR. KUCHARSKI: So, back to the rest of the
guestion. So, is there any process whereby you woul d
call anybody ashore? Have a discussion with anybody
ashore in any kind of a weather situation besides the
cargo itself?

There wasn't any type of -- with anybody in

operations? O any at VP level or anything like that?
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CAPTAIN LOFTFIELD:  No. | notified the
office of ny sailing plan at the tinme that |I'msailing.
If | amnmaking a deviation fromthe standard, it's
al nost due sout heast and due northwest going back and
forth between Jacksonville and Puerto Rico.

If 1"'mgoing to nmake a different route,
notify the office at the time that |'ve decided to do
it. They do not second guess ne. They do not tell ne
that | should or I should not.

There is absolutely no -- | have never
recei ved anything along the lines of that's going to
take extra mles or extra tinme or extra noney or extra
fuel. | have never been doubted on anything |like that.

MR. KUCHARSKI: So, you would basically say
it's the Captain's decision then to | eave port. Nobody
at the conmpany is going to say anything. It's the
Captain's decision to | eave port and to go ahead and
route it the way he sees fit?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD:  The thing that woul d
interfere with leaving port is if the weather
conditions were difficult enough in port so that the
pilots were not willing to take the trans -- to transit
t he vessel.

CGenerally, when there's the risk of an

approachi ng storm and the weat her coul d possibly get
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wor se and worse and worse, the Coast CGuard will order
the evacuation prior to the approach of a storm

So, those circunstances in which | would be
i npeded in |eaving at a given nonent, is because there
is a small storm unfavorable conditions bl ow ng
t hrough, not a major hurricane. And the pilots and the
tug boat operators say, it's not a -- we're not going
to take you out right now

MR, KUCHARSKI: So you would say in your
opinion, if a stormwere approachi ng, you woul d rat her
be out -- head out to sea then stay in port?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD:  Yes.

MR, KUCHARSKI: What system do you use or
how do you gat her weat her information?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: The primary data source
for weather is National Cceanic and Atnospheric
Adm ni stration. W can get their weather nmaps.

But there are many software applications
that use that data and nake their own projections.
Utilize that data and that data's projections and have
an easy to use graphic interface.

The one that we use on here is called the
Bon Voyage System BVS

MR. KUCHARSKI: |Is that the sane system

whil e you were on El Faro that they used on there?
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CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: Yes. It's purchased by
t he conpany.

MR, KUCHARSKI: Ckay. And can you tell us
what type of information comes fromthe Bon Voyage
Syst enf

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD:  You sel ect the
informati on data that you chose to have. The different
profiles. It is sent out on a six-hour basis.

It is transmtted via satellite. So, you
can specify the entire planet and all the data they
possi bly have, which is a |arger data package. O,
dial it in for the relevant areas and the nost rel evant
weat her phenonena that will give you information to
make your plans by.

So, that's what | do. For ne to nmake ny
pl ans on.

MR, KUCHARSKI: Ckay. And does this Bon
Voyage System does it provide any voyage or weat her
routing, or voyage avoid this type of information
depending on the weather? Does it provide that to you?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: It can be accessed to
make reconmendations. | prefer to | ook at the data and
make nmy own assessnents and ny own eval uati ons.

MR. KUCHARSKI: So the systemthat's | oaded

on here in what --
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CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: | have never utilized it
to make suggestions to ne.

MR, KUCHARSKI: But it has that capability?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: | have not | ooked for
it. | have not Investigated. | don't care about that
capability.

MR, KUCHARSKI: So you gather it. It gives
you si x hourly weather. Can you tell us what type of
weat her it gives you? Wat weather informtion?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: The functions that | use
are wind speed and direction, wave height, and swell
hei ght and direction.

MR, KUCHARSKI: And do you al so see the
predi ction of where the stormis going to hit?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD:  Yes.

MR. KUCHARSKI: And how long is the run from
arrival -- or departure to arrival on this run?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: The direct route is
1,090 m | es.

MR. KUCHARSKI : How nmuch time on an average
sout hbound trip does that take?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: It's about 55 hours.

MR. KUCHARSKI: And is that a -- close to
full speed run? O is that a --

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD:  Yes, it is.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com




o o~ wWwN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

MR, KUCHARSKI: What's the full speed of
shi p?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD:  Under varyi ng
conditions, |'ve seen these ships, this class of vessel
doing 23 knots. When we're carrying a trenendous
nunber of reefers, that utilizes an awful |ot of the
live steamto run the turbo generators. So there's
less Iive steamgoing to the propeller shaft.

So, if we can make 20 knots or 21 knots,
we're doing well. If the weather conditions are
unfavorabl e, the speed cones down a |lot nore then that.

MR. KUCHARSKI: Are there bilge keels on
hul | of this ship?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: There is very little
the way of bilge keels. There is a -- approxi mtely
oh, maybe 250 feet long on the turn of the bilge, not
much nore then 12 inches | think. And that's on the
m d- body.

MR, KUCHARSKI: On the m d-body. Do you
recogni ze -- do you renenber if there were bil ge keels
on El Faro?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: | woul d expect there
be. But I'mnot sure that | ever took that through a
dry docki ng peri od.

MR. KUCHARSKI: So the -- to close on the

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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weat her routing and the weather, you consult the Bon
Voyage System You look at it, nake the decision on
where you're going to head the vessel.

You have basically no discussion with the
conpany as far as any kind of decision to route the
vessel . You choose it. Let thempretty nuch know.

If you' re weather routing, if you're going
around bad weat her -- have you been in any bad weat her
on this vessel on this run southbound?

(Tel ephone interruption).

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: Pardon me, that's a crew
menber that's | ooking for a payoff.

MR, KUCHARSKI: Captain, would you |ike us
to stop this so you can pay himoff? If it's a --

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: Yes, there's a --

MR. KUCHARSKI : Wuld you prefer doing that?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD:  Yes.

MR. KUCHARSKI: W can stop for a --

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD:  Ckay.

MR. KUCHARSKI: For a few m nutes.

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: That woul d be good.
It's probably going to be about 20 m nutes. There's
four of them

MR. KUCHARSKI: |Is that okay with your

scheduling as far as stopping and then conti nui ng?
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CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: That's okay with ny
scheduling. The Sailing Board has been postponed until
at | east m dni ght.

MR. KUCHARSKI: Ckay. | don't want to --

CAPTAIN LOFTFIELD: So | have tine.

31

MR. KUCHARSKI: Ckay, you have tinme to get

rest and everything?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: Got time to get rest.
Got tinme to do payoffs. Got tine to conplete the
el ectronic notice of arrival.

MR, KUCHARSKI: Okay. It's 1700. We'll

stop the interview.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled matter went
off the record at 1700 hours at 1749 hours.)

MR, KUCHARSKI: Ckay. Good evening again
everyone. It's now about 1749. W' re continuing the
interview of Captain Loftfield. And today is the 9th
of Cctober. And as | nentioned, it's about 1750 now.

So Captain Loftfield, to continue, | think
the Iine of questionings -- questioning, | think the
last | had left off wwth, | asked you about would you -

- your preference be sonething on the lines of |eaving
port if bad weather were approaching or staying in the

port?

And your preference would be to put to sea?
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CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD:  Absol utely.
MR. KUCHARSKI: And could you briefly just

say why that woul d be?

they travel at a speed slower then the ship travels.
And essentially, you can run away froma storm

If a stormwants to be in a port, the best
thing is to not be where the stormwants to be.

MR, KUCHARSKI: Ckay. And when you say it
can go faster then the storm this particular class of
ship, are you differentiating because of your speed?

O --

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: Most ships -- nost
stornms, hurricanes, tropical storns, are the nost
hi ghly tracked stornms that there are. And they
general ly nove between six and -- or maybe 15 knots.

And as with any traffic situation, this is
just a bigger piece of traffic. And you can naneuver a
vessel so that you are not on a collision course with a
vessel, with another vessel.

You can al nost al ways get away unl ess it

keeps on chasi ng you.

of the Joaquin -- the -- when it went tropical storm

t hen hurri cane?

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: Wth nost storm systens,

MR, KUCHARSKI: Have you | ooked at the track
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CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: | have.

MR. KUCHARSKI : Wul d you have gone towards
as the west as the El Faro essentially sent further
west then a normal track?

CAPTAIN LOFTFI ELD: I n the nodels that | had
seen, it looked |ike west would be a safe pl ace.
Furthernore, west is through several of the openings in
t he Bahamas, which woul d have danpened the anount of
swel|l that was getting through there.

Even if the wi nds had continued that strong,
it would have been a breakwater that woul d have reduced
sone of the seas.

MR, KUCHARSKI: Ckay. And what happens when
you pass a breakwater or an island or sonething like
t hat when you have a lea or a shelter fromthe w nd,
and all of a sudden you cone out away fromthat? |Is
there anything that you' ve experienced?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: Wl l, the breakwater
does not really offer shelter fromthe wind. The w nd
-- unless it's a very tall breakwater. A breakwater
di srupts the harnonic notion of a swell or seas that
are traveling through water and stops that from
happeni ng.

So, in the absence of a sea condition, even

if there's a strong wind, the wind woul d naybe | ean the

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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vessel over. But the wind itself is not going to nmake
t he vessel roll back and forth.

The effect of the breakwater is it wll
reduce the sea. And it wll reduce rolling notion of a
vessel .

MR, KUCHARSKI: Ckay. So if you're in --
bei ng protected by this breakwater from sea induced
rolling notion and then all of a sudden you cone past
that, what's been your experience to now all of a
sudden you're getting the force of the wave?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: The vessel starts to
roll.

MR, KUCHARSKI: Have you found any
accentuating type phenonena when you pass a particul ar
poi nt of land? Any funneling or anything like that?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: There's a passage
t hrough t he Bahamas cal |l ed Provi dence Channel. And
there have been tines com ng northbound when the vessel
has been subjected to rolling froma stormthat was far
of f.

So, there was only a swell roll, not a sea
i nduced wave state in that place. And upon entering in
t hrough what is essentially a breakwater at Northwest
Passage, -- not Northwest Passage, at Hole in the Wall,

the east end of the entry, the vessel stops rolling.
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And then, after we've gone all the way
t hrough the Bahamas and are sonme 14 hours later and are
clear of that shelter, we will experience rolling again
as soon as we are in the path of the swell.

But it tends to be greatly reduced because
we're so nmuch further north and further west, which is
away fromwhere the swells were generat ed.

MR. KUCHARSKI: Ckay, just to be clear, you
said sea induced swell. D d you nean w nd i nduced
swel | ?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD:  Yes. Wnd induced
swell. Thank you.

MR, KUCHARSKI: Ckay. No, thank you. So,
you | ooked at the track, you think that heading further
towards the west woul d have been a prudent maneuver
with a stormout there.

Wul d you have consi dered running before it
as opposed to -- and |let ne say, running before is with
having the wind and seas bath to beam Wuld you have
consi dered doing that?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: M recol |l ection of
| ooking at the track is that nost of the tinme he did
have the wind and the seas comng fromaft of the beam
about the beam VWhich would be a favorable condition

for getting past the entire storm
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And when it becane -- or as it becane
apparent, if it becane apparent that he was not going
to get past it, then trying to get behind the only
shel ter avail abl e woul d be a prudent deci sion.

MR, KUCHARSKI: Ckay. Any -- sure.

MR STITH Kevin Stith, TOTE Servi ces.
|"ve got a couple of questions here. In regards to the
track of the hurricane, you' ve seen the history and
where the hurricane went.

So, your determ nation to go to west or
through the Florida Straits, on the other side of the
Bahamas is based on that his -- or that track that

you' ve seen?

t hat Captai n Kucharski was asking, | was not aware of
it.
MR STITH No, that's ny question.
CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: Ckay. Can you repeat
t he question?

MR. STITH  So, basically --

is in the presence of it, | would have done ny best to
duck through an opening in the Bahanas.

MR STITH  Ckay.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: If that was the question

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: What | was responding to

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: | was not considering at
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all the prospect of having chosen to, oh, here's a
stormout there. I'mgoing to route nyself 500 mles
away fromit.

MR STITH Ckay. So it -- and ny question
is, you' re basing that on knowing the full track of the

hurri cane now? That's what you woul d have done in

hi ndsi ght ?
CAPTAIN LOFTFIELD: On, it's -- well, yes if
MR STITH kay, so --
CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: Knew that that was goi ng
to happen there, | wouldn't have gone there.

MR STITH  Exactly. So, are you aware of
t he weat her routing informati on where the weat her data
that the EIl Faro was | ooking at, have you seen any of
that fromthe | ast days of Septenber through the first
days of October?
CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: | have not called up the
weat her package that arrived in the BVS systemfor the
five days before they sailed. | have not reviewed that
dat a.
MR STITH  Ckay.
CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: | have reviewed the data
that was available as history. Not the data that was

avai | abl e as a projection.
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MR, STITH  Ckay. So, that answers ny
guestion on that regard. M other question is in
regards to the Bon Voyage System weat her data, in your
time here, do you find it a reliable source of
i nformation?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD:  Yes, | do.

MR STITH  Ckay.

CAPTAIN LOFTFIELD: | do utilize it for
planning. | do witness it as being a very good
i ndi cation of the conditions that I'"mgoing to
experience.

And | have actually personally made the
decision to no | onger downl oad the raw data charts from
NCA because the Bon Voyage System has such a sinple and
cl ear graphic presentation. And interfaces so well
with travel planning.

MR, STITH  Ckay. Thank you.

MR I Certain, this is | Il B
wth the Coast Guard. Wth the Bon Voyage System you
t al ked about the prediction of the stormthat it gives
you.

Does it give you that in graphica
representation? O is it text as far as it's noving in
a certain direction at a certain speed?

CAPTAIN LOFTFIELD: It's in living color.
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'R Yes

CAPTAIN LOFTFIELD: I1t's an entire chart.
My preferred analysis of it is wth the wave hei ghts,
whi ch you want to stay towards the blue stuff, avoid
the yellow stuff. And the orange stuff is really bad.

And the red stuff you just want to | ook at
it and say oh, that nust be nasty out there. dad |I'm
not there. So, it's very, very graphic, and generally
very easy to interpret.

M I Thank you.

MR, KUCHARSKI : Questions on the weat her?

(No response)

MR, KUCHARSKI: COkay. Let's nobve up to
wat er tight door policy. |Is there any water tight door
policy that the conpany has?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: The conpany policy is to
obey the law. And Coast Guard policy is that water
ti ght doors nust be closed and secured at sea.

Any opening of the water tight door while at
sea needs to be logged. The tine that it opened and
the tine that it closed.

And there is a policy of conpleting the |og
books, a | og book entry upon departure, that all water
ti ght doors have been checked and secured. And in

addition to reviewing all ship stability and noting
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that it's safe for the intended voyage.

MR. KUCHARSKI: OCkay. And when | say water
tight doors, to -- besides the cargo doors, the |arge
cargo doors that the trailers go through, the scuttles
and --

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: Al water tight openings
as inspected and certified by both Coast Guard and ABS,
are in that category.

MR, KUCHARSKI: So --

CAPTAIN LOFTFIELD: It's very clear, there's
no questi on about what are water tight doors.

MR. KUCHARSKI: Okay. So when the ship is
at sea, do they go down in the cargo holds to check the
cargo?

CAPTAIN LOFTFI ELD: If conditions permt.
Clearly if the conditions are that there is heavy seas
goi ng across that weather deck, they would not be going
down in there.

But, yes, during regular inspections of the
cargo and equi pnent, those are accessed.

MR. KUCHARSKI: So the scuttles or some kind
of door is opened to go inside of that --

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: The scuttl es.

MR. KUCHARSKI: And are those | ogged,

routinely | ogged when they're opened and cl osed?
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CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD:  Scuttles are not
routinely logged. |It's cargo water tight doors that's
specified in the official |og.

MR. KUCHARSKI: And are the | arge water
ti ght doors ever opened at sea?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD:  Not without | ogging.

MR, KUCHARSKI: Ckay. So, have you had to -
- have they been | ogged that they' ve been opened and
cl osed?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD:  Yes.

MR, KUCHARSKI: Fol | ow on questions?

MR MLLAR Mke MIllar, ABS. Captain, for
the big water tight doors, what would be an exanpl e of
why a door would need to be opened at sea?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: W would actually open a
door at sea if we were doing repairs on the plates that
go across so that vehicles can drive back and forth.

MR MLLAR  Ckay.

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: That would be a repair
that we would do at sea so that it's not interfering
Wi th other operations. There have been instances where
equi pnent woul d get stagged out of the engine room
whi ch cones up the water tight door by -- the nunber
two water tight door, where we would want to be able to

utilize a forklift to nove sonething back and forth in
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anticipation of port or operation support.

MR MLLAR  Ckay.

in adverse conditions.

you would do like a risk analysis? O is that
sonet hing out of the ordinary that you would do |like a
saf ety anal ysi s?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: That is out of the
ordinary. And there would be a job hazard analysis is
the conpany formfor doing that.

MR MLLAR  Ckay.

anal ysis, hot work permts and confined space permts

through the office. And very specifically directed.

with TOTE Services. The Master of the El Faro stated
in his voice nessage to the conpany, or his
conversation with the DPA that day, one of the
manhol es, one of the scuttles on second deck popped

open.

of that statement, could you envision or reason that a

-- one of those scuttles would pop open?

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

MR MLLAR And as part of that program

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: They have job hazard

that are all part of our safety programthat is nmanaged

MR, STITH  Anot her question. Kevin Stith

In your determ nation, your interpretation
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CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: And it woul d not be done
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CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: | do not have awareness
of how that could happen. It would sinply be
specul ation --

MR STITH  Ckay.

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: To say that a category
four hurricane and the dynam cs at play there could
have sonet hing that was not prepared for

MR STITH  Ckay.

CAPTAIN LOFTFIELD: That's a -- | wll say
that the person who was Chief Mate on there, 1've
sailed with a lot. And | have a trenendous anount of
respect and confidence for his abilities.

And that he's al so been on the run going
t hrough the Gulf of Alaska. And is very, very well
aware of what's necessary in the way of securing and
what | ooks secure.

And knowi ng that they were going into
i ncl enent weat her, | have every confidence that he
woul d have had things as secured as could be. But a
category four brings other things intoit. O her
dynam cs.

MR MLLAR Mke MIllar, ABS. In securing
certain closures, particularly in the way of nunber two
deck, or the bul khead deck, is there any consideration

for closing the danpers on the ventilation trunks?
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That you know, the exhaust ventilation
trunks? The screen -- there appear to be screened-in
openi ngs. And then there was anot her cl osure door
i nside of that.

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: | have not consi dered
the use of five danpers or fire closures as a part of
securing for a water tight condition. And | don't know
of that being witten as a -- as a strategy for water
tight integrity.

MR. MLLAR Okay. | have another question,
Captain, this is Mke with ABS. Have you ever
experi enced or had an indication of the bilge alarmin
t he nunber three hold or cargo holds while at sea?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: No. Not other then
testing them

MR. M LLAR  Thank you.

MR. KUCHARSKI: This is M ke Kuchar sk
again. In an enmergency situation, a distress situation
or energency situation, what do you have at your
di sposal ?

What on the -- as far as notification,
comuni cations type equi pnent? And what woul d you use
in priority? As a priority, you know, if you had to
send out a distress or an alerting nessage?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: There's the GVDSS,

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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that's the Aobal Maritinme Distress Signaling system
whi ch has redundancy in terns of in Morse at sea, it is
the primary long range. It also has narrow band direct
printing for high frequency and md frequency radio
transm ssi on.

Those are not used as much. They require
too many in identifying a station to have any ki nd of
conmuni cati on

The vessel is also equipped with satellite
tel ephone. And with the GVDSS and Morse at sea, you
can specify through text whatever information you w sh
t o comuni cat e.

A tel ephone call is probably the first thing
that woul d be done. So that you'd be able to
communi cate clearly what was bei ng observed and what
t he assessnent of things were.

After that, the -- after you have a
t el ephone call, the initiation of emergency devices is
useful in that it notifies Coast Guard and all of the
wat chers of the energency signals. But really, you' ve
al ready conmmuni cated what you need to commruni cate.

The parts of the GVDSS systeminclude the
EPERB. The Electronic Position Indicating Radi o Beacon
and the Energency Position. That's actually outside of

the bridge posted in a -- nounted in a way that you're
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cloak free of the vessel.

Those are the methods of conmmuni cati ng.

MR, KUCHARSKI: Ckay. You nentioned a phone
call. Wat -- or voice.

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD:  Voi ce.

MR KUCHARSKI: So, what woul d be the
pri mary node of a voice phone call or a voice
conmmuni cati on?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD:  You nean what equi pnent
do we have to do that?

MR, KUCHARSKI: Yes, what you use? Yes, as
far as that?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: This vessel has two.
They' re both I NVARSAT. | NMARSAT is based on
geostationary satellites orbiting around the equator.

It's a systemthat's been in place for
probably 40 years now. Although the -- I'"msure the
satellites have been changed. And certainly the --
what happens with carrying a signal has inproved, just
with analog TV versus digital TV.

And we have -- the latest generation is the
Fl eet Broadband, which is very reliable. Both vessels
have the 1 G0. They have -- that's the snall est nodel.

And the -- it is routed through a tel ephone

system A regular network systemthroughout the vessel
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so that a call can be nade either fromthe bridge -- on
this vessel, the bridge, the Chief Engineer's office or
the Captain's office.

MR. KUCHARSKI: And you said | NMARSAT. So
there's I NMARSAT-C. What is this -- is it -- besides
| NVARSAT, does it have an Al pha, Bravo or sonething
i ke that?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: I NMARSAT is the system
that maintains the geostationary satellites. They have
-- for the fleet broadband, | don't even know if
they've given it a letter designation.

| NVARSAT- A was the first one. Huge anal og.
| NMARSAT- B was when they first went to digital

| NVARSAT- C was very snmall. Capable only of
texting. And has been type approved for use in the
d obal Maritinme Distress Signaling systems. And
continues to be a workforce there.

There was the Mand the mini M which I
t hi nk cane out about 15 or 20 years ago that was
initially for yachts. Then there was the -- | think
there was the F that | have on the Wstward Venture
after the A got decomm ssi oned.

And the present generation is what they're
calling fleet broadband. And that's what was installed

on this vessel and the El Faro.
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MR, KUCHARSKI: Wuld you consider using the
SSAS?

CAPTAI N LOFTFIELD: If -- the SSAS is
specifically designed to notify of an intruder. And
the beauty of the SSAS and its design is that the
button can be pushed, initiated, and nobody can tell
that the button has been pushed.

And there's no indication on the vessel that
it's been pushed. There's no alarm There's no
buttons to press.

I f | had apprehensi on that sonebody m ght
not have heard either the GVDSS or the EPERB, it would
make sense to push the SSAS to really kind of verify
t hat .

If | had already had voi ce comruni cations
and described everything that was going on, | don't
know what woul d be gained by it other then to sinply
say |'m pushing everything | can.

MR, KUCHARSKI: Do you know what kind of in
-- what information the SSAS system puts out?

CAPTAIN LOFTFIELD: | believe it puts out
t he basic GPS data of the vessel which is position, and
course and speed. On our SSAS, it can also include
witing a nessage that goes in with it.

But it's a very basic text nessage.
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MR, KUCHARSKI: Ckay. Let ne zeroin o

sonet hing. You said course and speed? |I|s that what

you -- are we fairly sure on that?
CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: |'m not absolutely
certain that it has course and speed. | have seen the

test nmessages. W do test nessages on the SSAS on a
quarterly basis.

And | believe it indicates -- | know on
SSASs, it used to indicate, there's two buttons in
renote | ocations onboard the vessel, and it indicates
whi ch one of them was depressed.

MR. STITH  That was my question and he
answered it.

MR. KUCHARSKI: Ckay. Maybe before we
| eave, one of the last things we can do, can we nmake
sonme copies of the SA -- you said it's identical that's
-- the one on here that's on the El Yunque was on the
El Faro?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: At the tine that |
on the El Faro, | think that it had one of the -- they
were transitioning fromone to the other. Oiginally
SSASs wer e stand-al one equi prent when the requirenent
first cane into place.

And since that tinme, Furuno with their

generation of the I NMARSAT-C entered in software into

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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it so that with the existence of a stand al one button,
it would route through there, and the SSAS system woul d
go through there.

The present SSAS systemthrough the
FELCOMLS, Furuno sends out an emmil versus the
ori gi nal SSAS systens were nonitored by Coast Guard.

And the sinple act of testing it required notifying the
Coast CGuard that you were going to test it before you
didit.

The FELCOML5 can be tested to verify emnai
connectivity wi thout any involvenent or tine and
attention requirenment fromthe Coast Guard.

MR STITH This is Kevin Stith with TOTE
Services. The information regarding the SSAS, it's
operation, and the test nessage procedures, where is
all that information kept?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: The vessel Security
Oficer is responsible for tracking that infornmation.

MR STITH And is the vessel security plan
mai ntained in electronic format only?

CAPTAIN LOFTFI ELD: At this tine it is, yes.

MR STITH Are we allowed -- are we
permtted without the CSO s perm ssion to print
anyt hi ng out about the SSAS fromthe VSP?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: No, we're not.
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MR, STITH Okay. Kevin Stith, TOTE
Services. |'ve asked this CSO for perm ssion to get
t hat information

MR, KUCHARSKI: It would be just basically
to find out --

MR STITH Right.

MR. KUCHARSKI : What about the information
that we're seeing, that we knowit's critical. Any
other line of questions along the comuni cati ons sweep?

MR STITH Kevin Stith, TOTE Servi ces.
Have you ever had, | don't want to say opportunity, or
an occasion to either test or actually send a distress
nessage fromthis at sea, the MFHF or the VHS?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: | have not.

MR, STITH In your experience on here, are
t hose pi eces of equi pnent tested on a regul ar basis by
the ship's crew?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: The equi pnent is tested
on a regular basis by the ship's crew. The distress
systens on them are not tested.

| mean, we do not -- we do not call out a
fire when there is not a fire.

MR. STITH Kevin Stith, TOTE Servi ce.

Al so, are any other services perforned, |ike an annual

service on the GVDSS equi pnent and certified by
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anybody?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: The regul atory agenci es
make us do it. ABS. They're in charge of overseeing
all of that. And there are |licensed vendors working on
behal f of the ABS through ABS certification processes
to make sure that they' re approved vendors.

And all of the equipnent gets |licensed and
i nspected on an annual basis. And there's also a
requi renent for having a shore-based mai nt enance
requi renent done on all of those itens.

MR, STITH  Very good. On the El Yunque,
have you ever had any problens with any of the GVDSS
equi pnent not passing inspection? O any function of
it?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: It al ways passes
i nspecti on.

MR, STITH  Ckay. Thank you.

MR. KUCHARSKI: Let's go back to the El
Faro. This is Mke Kucharski. The VDR on there, were
there m crophones associated with that?

CAPTAI N LOFTFIELD: | believe so. Each VDR
|"ve seen installed on this class of vessel has
m crophones installed on them Wstward Venture, G eat
Land, El Faro, and this on, the El Yunque, |'ve been on

all of themsince VDRs were required. And there were
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m cr ophones.

| cannot specifically say that | renenber
where the m crophones were on the El Faro. But, | feel
confident that I would have noticed it conspicuous if
t hey woul d have been absent.

MR. KUCHARSKI: While you were Master on the
El Faro, did you have any engi ne or propul sion | osses?
And let ne qualify that. So when | say engine, you
know | nean boilers, |osses of the plant or propul sion.

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: Not to the best of ny
recol | ection.

MR. KUCHARSKI: Were you aware of any of the
ot her vessel s having any problens with propul sion or
boi | er probl ens?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: These vessel s are al nost
40 years old. There have been nmi ntenance, routine
mai nt enance required. Wat could pass as a boiler
problemis occasionally a boiler tube wll [eak.

After 40 years, there's a very clear idea of
how to respond to that. And how to not have it be a
maj or casualty.

And in order for the vessels to perform as
wel | as they do, during the regular shipyard peri ods,
these things are surveyed and work is one in advance of

havi ng things go wong out at sea. It's quite
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i npressive to nme, how well they work.

MR. KUCHARSKI: Cents, I'Il open it up. Any
speci fic questions that you have?

MR STITH Kevin Stith, TOTE Services. 1In
your time with TOTE Services, do you feel their risk
managenent process was adequate?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD:  Yes, | do.

MR STITH  Thank you.

MR, KUCHARSKI: How about your thoughts --
this is Mke Kucharski again. How about you thoughts
on safety culture overall wth TOTE?

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD: Over the years the |oss
of tinme incident reports and the safety total
eval uati ons have been annually published by Harry
Rogers, who is no longer with this conpany. There's a
record of being better at safety then the rest of the
i ndustry.

And ny sense is that we have all worked very
hard to achieve that. And that the anount of pushing
for a safety culture that cane out of Harry Rogers,

t hough often unwel coned, generated denonstrabl e
results. Unarguable.

MR, KUCHARSKI: Any follow up gents?

(No response)

MR, KUCHARSKI: Ckay. Thank you. It's
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1826. The interviewis ended. Thank you very nuch for
your time. Sorry to intrude.

And | image it's very difficult know ng the
peopl e over there. So, thank you

CAPTAI N LOFTFI ELD:  There were sone --
sailed with quite a few of them

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled matter went

off the record at 1826 hours).
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CERTIFTICATE

MATTER: g1 Faro Incident
Accident No. DCA16MMOO01
Interview of Earl Loftfield
Jacksonville, Florida

DATE: 10-09-15

I hereby certify that the attached transcription of
page 1 to 68 1inclusive are to the best of my
professional ability a true, accurate, and complete
record of the above referenced proceedings as
contained on the provided audio recording; further
that I am neither counsel for, nor related to, nor
employed by any of the parties to this action in
which this proceeding has taken place; and further
that I am not financially nor otherwise interested

in the outcome of the action.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




NTSB RESPONSE (in bold blue) TO TABLE OF CORRECTIONS TO
TRANSCRIPT OF INTERVIEW FOR

EARL LOFTFIELD

TAKEN ON

OCTOBER 9 2015

PAGE LI IE CURRENT WORDING CORRECTED WORDING
NUMBER | NUMBER

“ |
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If, to the best of your knowledge, no corrections are needed kindly circle the statement "no corrections
needed" and initial in the space provided.
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Printed Name of Person providing the above information

bove information
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NTSB RESPONSE (in bold blue) TO TABLE OF CORRECTIONS TO
TRANSCRIPT OF INTERVIEW FOR EARL LOFTFIELD

TAKEN ON
OCTOBER 9, 2015

PAGE LINE |CURRENT SUGGESTED CORRECTED NTSB RESPONSE
NUMBER | NUMBER WORDING WORDING
3 10 Motion Totem Ocean AGREE
3 12 Motion ITotem Ocean AGREE
5 2 Motion Ocean AGREE
6 14 Myriad Homed MARAD owned AGREE
9 6 Conversation Conversion AGREE
9 fe] Quartering Bordering AGREE
12 8 Lashes Cargo lashing Do not agree. Sounds like “lashings”
18 9 Then Than AGREE
19 8 Emersion Immersion AGREE
22 14 None Some Do not agree. Sounds like “Actually no,
this class ...”
22 15 Has Have Do not agree. Transcript is correct
23 16 BHF VHF AGREE
29 11 Then Than AGREE
33 3 Sent Went AGREE
33 15 Lea Lee AGREE
35 19 Bath IAft AGREE
35 24 About IAbaft AGREE
14 6 Five Fire AGREE
N5 2 In Morse at sea INMARSAT-C AGREE
45 6-8 Entire paragraph  |[No guess at what was Do not agree. Transcript is correct
intended
45 10 And Morse at sea |INMARSAT-C AGREE
us 23 EPERB EPIRB AGREE
46 1 Cloak Float AGREE
46 23 IGSO 1-250 AGREE
47 17 \Workforce Work horse Do not agree. Transcript is correct
48 12 EPERB EPIRB AGREE
53 24 One Done AGREE
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